NOT        ACCORDING         TO         RUL  E S

But the Machine-Gun officer was thinking of other
things as he wearily descended the slope towards the
Battery position just before dawn broke. He was
thinking of the envelope he had given to the wounded
Gunner subaltern a few hours earlier. It was too late
to recall it now. But he dearly wished he could.
Things had turned out very different for him from
the way he had expected when he entrusted the Gunner
subaltern with his mission. She wouldn't under-
stand that. It made him go hot all over to think
about it.

He hoped she would not jump to the conclusion
that he had merely been trying to impress her.
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